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SAD EVENT

On Saturday, July 4, Mr. Suleman Mia, Mr. Essop Mia's younger
brother, lost his child, who was a little over ten months old. I feel
sad at this unhappy event.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion,  11-7-1908

205.   LETTER TO COLONIAL SECRETARY

[JOHANNESBURG,]
July 9, 1908

THE HON'BLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
PRETORIA

SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
6th instant1 in reply to mine of the 1st instant2 regarding Asiatic
licences. My Association has taken the extreme step after very great
and due deliberation, and with much regret, and only when there was
no other way possible. My Association is still most anxious to avoid
what may develop into a very bitter struggle, and to avoid any defiance
of the laws of the land they live in, but, when it becomes a matter of
choosing between respect for laws and one's conscience, there can be,
in my humble opinion, no hesitation about the choice to be made. My
Association is still most willing to advise the people to tender the licence fee.

My Association understands that thumb-impressions under the
Asiatic Act are now being asked for from Asiatic applicants for licences*
This, again, in my humble opinion, is a breach of the compromise,
within the meaning given to it by my Association, namely, that the Act
should not apply to those who have made voluntary application for regis-
tration.

With reference to the letter3 of my Association dated the 6th
instant, many European friends have advised that the mass meeting
for the burning of the voluntary registration certificates should be post-
poned, pending the final decision of the Government. My Association

1 In this, Gorges, the Assistant Colonial Secretary, had said that Asiatics failing
to produce certificates of registration were not entitled to receive licences. He regretted
the Association's extreme step of advising Transvaal   Indians   to  carry on trade
in conflict with the law.
2 Not available
3  Vide "Letter to Colonial Secretary", pp. 342-5.